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Synopsis

The number one New York Times best-seller, which is also a major motion picture directed by
Angelina Jolie, has now been adapted by the author for young adults. Beautifully illustrated
throughout, this riveting biography includes more than 100 black-and-white photos, as well as
exclusive content, "In Conversation", with Laura Hillenbrand and Louie Zamperini. On a May
afternoon in 1943, an American military plane crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared,
leaving only a spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a
face appeared. It was that of a young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a
life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of the most extraordinary sagas of the Second
World War. The lieutenant’'s name was Louis Zamperini. As a boy, he had been a clever delinquent,
breaking into houses, brawling, and stealing. As a teenager, he had channeled his defiance into
running, discovering a supreme talent that carried him to the Berlin Olympics. But when war came,
the athlete became an airman, embarking on a journey that led to his doomed flight, a tiny raft, and
a drift into the unknown. Ahead of Zamperini lay thousands of miles of open ocean, leaping sharks,
a sinking raft, thirst and starvation, enemy aircraft, and, beyond, a trial even greater. Driven to the
limits of endurance, Zamperini would respond to desperation with ingenuity, suffering with hope and
humor, brutality with rebellion. His fate, whether triumph or tragedy, would hang on the fraying wire
of his will. In this captivating young adult edition of her award-winning number one New York Times
best-seller, Laura Hillenbrand tells the story of a man’s breathtaking odyssey and the courage,

cunning, and fortitude he found to endure and overcome.
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Customer Reviews

My ten-year-old reads well above grade level, but is still reluctant. Like many boys, he just doesn’t
want to sit still long enough to get through a story! He likes adventure stories, so | thought he would
enjoy listening to the audio version of "Unbroken," while following along in the book. No dice. | lost
him at the word "dirigible."So | was delighted to learn that a young adult version was on the horizon,
and | immediately pre-ordered both the Kindle and audio versions. | am pleased to report that | think
this will do the trick.Of course, the first thing | did upon receiving the new version, was to turn to
Chapter One to see if the word "dirigible" had been changed! It is now "airship." Then | went back to
the beginning and did a side-by-side comparison of both. The changes were immediately
apparent:On the first page, the previous version read: Somewhere on the endless expanse of the
Pacific Ocean, Army Air Forces bombardier and Olympic runner Louie Zamperini lay across a small
raft, drifting westward.The new version read: Somewhere on the Pacific Ocean, American military
airman and Olympic runner Louie Zamperini lay on a small raft, drifting.In a nutshell, Hillenbrand
deleted "the endless expanse of," and simplified Zamperini’s title from "Army Air Forces
bombardier," to "American military airman."Looking randomly through the two books, I'm seeing
other instances of abridgement, as well as simplified language. | have high hopes that my young
reader will now enjoy this story. I'm excited at the prospect, as | think our children need to read
more stories about people like Mr. Zamperini. He is easily the bravest, most remarkable person I've
ever read about, and a fine example of what we hope our young people will choose to emulate.A
final thought: I'm an avid reader, but | wish this version had been out when | read the original. While
still long, it is shorter than the first book, and | wouldn’t consider this one to be at all "dumbed down."

It would not be inappropriate for an adult to read this version instead of the other.

Although | am only 12, | read way above my reading level. | read the original book and it was
stunning. It showed the cruelty of war and what war does to people. | loves the first book so much
that | decided to read this version. This version is obviously meant for a younger audience, but it still
displays the effects of war (although not as much in depth). | would recommend this book
specifically to younger audiences because if you are an adult you should read the more complex
version as it is more deep. Great read and | can’t wait for the movie which is coming out on

Christmas eve.



As a middle school librarian, | wanted to share this unbelievable, inspirational tale, but the more
graphic & violent scenes in the adult version were disturbing and overwhelming.Laura Hillenbrand
has taken out some of those more graphically violent parts of her adult version, but still
communicated the depravity and inhumane treatment of Allied POW’s by the Japanese. Unlike the
Nazis, the Japanese were never brought to trial for crimes against humanity, and continue to teach

revisionist history to the generations since.

UNBROKEN: AN OLYMPIANA¢A A™S JOURNEY FROM AIRMAN TO CASTAWAY TO CAPTIVE
by Laura Hillenbrand is part of trend toward young adult adaptations of popular adult works. Based
on the award-winning novel, UNBROKEN: A WORLD WAR Il STORY OF SURVIVAL,
RESILIENCE, AND REDEMPTION, the book traces the real-world experiences of Louis Zamperini,
an Olympic athlete who becomes a prisoner of war in Japan during World War I1.Both the original
nonfiction narrative and the adaptation chronicle ZamperiniA¢gA A™s life by highlighting key events
including his time as a high school runner, Olympian, bombardier, crash survivor, and prisoner. The
use of a series of short, focused narratives keeps the reader engaged. More than one hundred
photographs from the time period along with personal photos from the Zamperini family collection
immerse readers in the story.Although the adaptation lacks some of the depth of the original, it
maintains the emotion of this breathtaking odyssey. While some of the beauty of

HillenbrandA¢A A™s writing style is lost in the bookAg¢A A™s attempt at brevity, the feelings of
desperation, suffering, and hope still ring true. Background information woven through narrative help
young readers understanding the context of story.While many high school history teachers focus on
the European Theatre, this book provides a wonderful opportunity for educators to explore the war
in the Pacific Theatre. Consider offering both the adult version and the adaptation as options for
student readers.Teens enjoy making connections between books and movies. The movie version of
the book titted UNBROKEN rated PG-13 opens December 25, 2014. To learn more about the
movie, go to http://www.unbrokenfilm.com/. The movie website encourages visitors to add their own
stories of resilient heroes. Learn more at http://www.iamunbroken.com/.To learn more about the
author, go to http:/laurahillenbrandbooks.com/.An interactive map shows LouieA¢A A™s Journey,
go to http:/laurahillenbrandbooks.com/interactive-map/Although Zamperini died recently, his
memory will live on through all three versions of his story: the original book, the adaptation, and the

feature film.

One of the best books | have ever read. Half way through the book | was so impressed with the



writings that | could hardly put the book down. Being a former USAF airman myself (Korea) | heard

many WWI| stories. None even came close to this story.

Thrilled about this book! My 11-year-old son, who is a reluctant reader, could not put it down and

finished it in about four school days. | love discussing it with him.
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